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LA VIDA CON SU BEBÉ

Circunstancias únicas de crianza

Ser madre/padre soltera(o)
Ser soltera no tiene por qué significar estar 
sola en la crianza de los hijos. Si tiene familia 
y amigos cerca, pueden ser una buena fuente 
de apoyo. Y sea cual sea su situación, hay gente 
y programas para ayudarle.

Busque programas y grupos de crianza
Busque información sobre los recursos de apoyo 
en su área. Comuníquese con:
• su enfermera de salud pública, trabajadora 

social o proveedor de atención médica
• BC211: bc211.ca
• La Sociedad de Servicios de Apoyo a 

los Padres de la Colombia Británica 
(Parent Support Services Society of BC): 
parentsupportbc.ca o 1-877-345-9777

• La Asociación Cristiana de Jóvenes (YMCA / 
YWCA) de su comunidad

• la Asociación de Programas de Ayuda 
durante el Embarazo de la Colombia 
Británica (BC Association of Pregnancy 
Outreach Programs): bcapop.ca

• la Asociación de Centros de Amistad 
Aborigen de la Colombia Británica (BC 
Association of Aboriginal Friendship 
Centres): bcaafc.com o 250-388-5522

• la Sociedad de Servicios al Inmigrante de 
la Colombia Británica (Immigrant Services 
Society of BC): issbc.org o 604-684-2561

INTÉNTELO
Conozca a otros padres de familia 
a través de grupos de lactancia, 

grupos religiosos o grupos de padres en línea, 
como los de Facebook, o encuéntrese con 
ellos en los parques, centros comunitarios  
o en las salas de cine para padres y bebés.

CONSEJO FINANCIERO
Apoyo financiero para quienes 
buscan empleo

Si necesita ayuda para encontrar un 
trabajo de largo plazo, póngase en contacto 
con la Iniciativa de Empleo para Padres 
Solteros (Single Parent Employment Initiative - 
SPEI): 1-866-866-0800. Si recibe asistencia 
social o por discapacidad, puede recibir: 
• hasta un año de entrenamiento pagado
• experiencia laboral remunerada
• cuidado infantil gratuito durante su 

capacitación y el primer año de trabajo
• transporte público gratuito hacia  

y desde la escuela

La crianza de bebés múltiples
Cuidar de un solo recién nacido es un gran 
trabajo. Así que cuidar de mellizos, trillizos 
(¡o más!) puede ser especialmente difícil.

Tener varios bebés significa aún menos sueño, 
más trabajo y menos tiempo para usted. En 
la medida de lo posible, cuídese. Coma bien, 
duerma cuando sus bebés estén dormidos 
y busque apoyo. Y si su comunidad tiene 
un grupo para padres de bebés múltiples, 
considere afiliarse.

Encontrar ayuda
No espere hasta que esté abrumada para pedir 
apoyo. Intente:
• pedir a la familia y amigos ayuda con los 

bebés, las tareas domésticas o los mandados
• unirse a un grupo de apoyo para padres de 

bebés múltiples
• obtener ayuda con la lactancia a través de su 

profesional de la salud, enfermera de salud 
pública, matrona o consultora de lactancia

http://www.bc211.ca/
https://www.parentsupportbc.ca
https://www.bcapop.ca/
http://www.bcaafc.com
https://issbc.org
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/income-assistance-on-assistance/employment-planning/spei
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/income-assistance-on-assistance/employment-planning/spei
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/income-assistance-on-assistance/employment-planning/spei

	Introduction 
	Acknowledgements
	How to Use This Handbook

	Pregnancy
	Your Support Team
	Your Personal Support Team
	Your Health Care Support Team

	Lifestyle
	Building Healthy Habits
	Reducing the Risks
	Sexually Transmitted Infections You Can Pass to Your Baby

	Eating Well for Pregnancy
	Key Nutrients During Pregnancy
	Foods to Limit or Avoid During Pregnancy
	Food Safety
	Taking Supplements

	Weight Gain in Pregnancy
	How Much is Healthy?

	Taking Care of Yourself
	Physical Activity
	Stress
	Posture
	Travel
	Sex
	Working

	Health Care During Pregnancy
	How Often Should You See Your Doctor or Midwife?
	What Happens at a Visit to Your Health Care Provider?
	Vaccines You’ll Need

	Pregnancy Risk Factors
	Pregnancy Over Age 35
	Genetic Conditions 
	Medical Complications

	Stages of Pregnancy
	Common Changes and What You Can Do

	Your Developing Baby

	Birth
	Preparing to Give Birth
	Hospital or Home Birth?
	Your Health Care Support Team
	Your Personal Support Team
	Your Birth Wishes
	Packing for the Hospital
	Preparing for a Home Birth

	Preparing for Labour
	How Will You Know if You’re in Labour?
	Relaxing for Labour
	Breathing for Labour 
	Comfortable Positions for Labour

	Giving Birth
	How Long Does Labour Last?

	Stages of Labour
	First Stage of Labour
	Second Stage of Labour
	Third Stage of Labour
	Fourth Stage of Labour

	Medical Procedures to Help Labour and Birth
	Caesarean Birth
	Pain Relief Options

	Special Birth Issues
	Preterm Labour
	Preterm and Low Birth Weight Babies
	Twins, Triplets and More

	Losing a Baby
	Helping You Cope 
	Having a Baby After a Pregnancy Loss


	Life With Your Baby
	Bringing Baby Home
	Preparing Your Vehicle
	Preparing Your Home
	Preparing Your Family 
	Preparing Your Pets

	Your Body After Pregnancy
	Discomforts
	Body Functions and Routines

	Your Emotional Health
	The Baby Blues
	Perinatal Depression
	Perinatal Anxiety
	Getting Help

	Dealing With Frustration
	Easing the Frustration

	Cultural Differences in Parenting
	Unique Parenting Circumstances
	Being a Single Parent
	Parenting Multiples

	Doing the Paperwork
	Finding Child Care
	Babysitters
	Licensed Child Care

	Family Planning
	Birth Control


	Baby Care
	Clothing
	Sleep
	Building Good Sleep Habits
	Falling Back to Sleep On Her Own
	Safer Sleeping
	Room Sharing
	Bedsharing
	Swaddling

	Developing Attachment
	Pooping, Peeing and Diapering
	Bowel Movements (Pooping)
	Urinating (Peeing)
	Diapering

	Cleaning
	Daily Cleansing
	Bathing
	Parts Needing Special Care

	Teething
	What’s Normal?
	What You Can Do

	Crying
	What’s Normal?
	What You Can Do
	Staying Calm
	Finding Help

	Healthy Habits 
	Sun Safety
	Tummy Time

	Baby Medical Care
	Medical Care Given at Birth
	Immunization
	Common Health Concerns

	Baby Safety
	Basic Hygiene
	General Safety
	Baby Equipment


	Baby Development
	Brain Development
	Your Baby’s Development Begins With His Brain
	How Can You Build Your Baby’s Brain?

	Physical Development
	Social and Emotional Development
	Language Development

	Feeding Your Baby
	Breastfeeding Your Baby
	Why Breastfeed?
	Preparing to Breastfeed
	Finding Support
	Caring for Yourself
	How to Breastfeed
	Your Milk Supply
	Breastfeeding Positions
	Latching On
	Letting Down
	Burping

	Expressing Your Milk
	How to Express Your Milk
	Storing Your Milk
	Using Expressed Milk

	Breastfeeding Challenges You May Face
	Soreness
	Other Challenges
	Breastfeeding in Public

	Healthy Eating During Breastfeeding
	Caffeine, Smoking, Alcohol, Drugs and Breastfeeding
	Can I Breastfeed if I Take Medication? 
	Can I Breastfeed if I Have Caffeine?
	Can I Breastfeed if I Smoke Tobacco?
	Can I Breastfeed if I Drink Alcohol?
	Can I Breastfeed if I Use Cannabis (Marijuana)?
	Can I Breastfeed if I Use Street Drugs? 

	Supplementing
	Supplementing Options
	Before Supplementing
	What About Sharing Milk Informally With Other Parents?

	Formula Feeding
	Make an Informed Choice
	If You Use Formula

	Cleaning and Sterilizing Feeding Equipment
	Keeping Everything Clean

	Introducing Solid Foods
	First Foods
	Homemade Baby Food

	Understanding Food Allergies
	Common Food Allergens 
	Introducing Common Food Allergens 
	Signs of Food Allergy

	Canada’s food guide
	Resources
	Index


